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After graduating from prestigious architec-
tural universities GHS Essen and RWTH
Aachen, Peter M. H. Damm joined the ar-
chitectural office Rauh + Rauh in the 1970s.
Since then the company has come a long
way. In 1989 Damm became co-owner and
since 1995 he has been ExecutiveAssociate
in Rauh Damm Stiller Partner Planning So-

ciety Limited.Today the managing partner
oversees a highly qualified team of 50
spread over four different office locations.

Rejuvenation without disruption

Newly built hospitals, care homes, residen-
tial and administration buildings as well as
industrial, environmental, educational, cul-

tural, research, juridical structures grace the
RDS Partner hall of fame. But it is renova-
tion and restructuring, where the architects
truly stand out from the crowd.“We have
over 60 years of complex expertise when it
comes to planning and implementing
supreme quality buildings for the health
sector. We specialise in newly built and,

Since 1950, RDS Partner architectural society has been striving to become a lead-
ing expert in the field of medical and scientific buildings. The unparalleled expert-
ise is not only limited to these sectors and has gained the Hattingen-based com-
pany with its 3 subsidiaries countless industry awards and an outstanding
reputation.
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Leaders in health and science
– based on more than 60 years of expertise
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which is absolutely unique, are experts in
renovating a building without requiring
shutdown for refurbishment. Business can
go on as usual within the facility, which is
absolutely unprecedented and one of our
key skills,”managing director Peter M. H.
Damm explains.This is truly revolutionary:
instead of shutting a hospital down for
sometimes years because of maintenance,
daily business can be carried out as usual
with minimal disruptions for staff and pa-
tients.

Masters of science

A fine example of a scientific research cen-
tre has been created in Riems.The client re-
quired a facility that complied with strong
regulations. Inside, farm animal health and
welfare, as well as the protection of hu-
mans from infections which can be trans-
mitted from animals to humans, were to be
researched.“As an international team with
Swiss colleagues we planned and realised
the Friedrich-Loeffler-Institut – Bundes-
forschungsinstitut fürTiergesundheit [Fed-
eral Research Institute for Animal Health],
one of the world’s most advanced scientific
research centres in the field of infectious
medicine.An investment sum of about 320
million Euros resulted in a state-of-the-art
building that provides the highest security
level of 4. A fact that only applies to two
other research facilities in the whole world,”
Peter M. H. Damm says proudly.

Another prime example of a scientific proj-
ect successfully completed by RDS Partner
is the Center for Molecular Plant Biology
(CMPB) on the university campus Tübin-
gen. In partnership with another architect
5,400 sqm of space are dedicated to 16 in-
dependent research groups.Thanks to free,
large-capacity structures, areas can be flex-

ibly divided into laboratory plots varying
from 30sqm to 700sqm for the scientists
and their teams.

Hospital highlights

One of the core competences of RDS Part-
ner architects is the hospital sector, an in-
dustry which has experienced major im-
provements and new developments over
the past ten years. National and interna-
tional standards of healthcare facilities have
reached an unprecedented level, and RDS
Partner have been there right from the start.
In partnership with another architectural
studio, RDS Partner won the first prize for
the realisation of Karlsruhe’s St. Vincen-
tius-Clinics. The project volume was 230
million Euros, turned into a sophisticated
healthcare facility that is second to none
and ready to embrace the future.

After having launched an international
competition, the hometown ofVolkswagen
entrusted RDS Partner with the complex
project of the Wolfsburg clinic. Old struc-
tures needed to be brought into the 21st
century while a completely new part was
built and connected.Again RDS Partner left
their mark with a building fit for the future.

When dealing with hospitals, it is vital to
keep a building functional and ultra-effi-
cient for the medical staff to work in. On
the other hand patients need to feel com-
fortable and safe in the same environment.
Cologne clinic’s surgery suites do just that.
Again and just like in the patient suites of
the Bochum clinics, RDS Partner know ex-
actly how to close the gap between effi-
ciency and comfort effortlessly.

“Of course the human being is the centre of
our attention. An individual, functional,

precise architecture is as much important to
us as economic, sustainable, cost- and
time-efficient and high quality realisation.
Our clients appreciate the guaranteed con-
sistency of the services we provide,”Damm
reveals.

Today RDS Partner is run in the third gen-
eration, with Arne Thorben Damm being
the latest partner who joined the team.The
young architect has already set new stan-
dards as he is the youngest member to have
been called in the German Association of
Architects BDA, as well as the youngest
member of the AKG – Architects for hos-
pitals and Health Association.

www.rdspartner.com

Main image: St. Vincentius-Clinics, Karlsruhe
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Opposite down:
Patient room, Augusta Clinics, Bochum
Surgery suite, Cologne Clinics
Wolfsburg Clinic

Team:
Rémi Bonnefous, Volker Brachvogel, Roland Ladusch,
Andreas Koch, Arne Thorben Damm, Michael Holewik,
Peter M. H. Damm, Arnd Krug (from left to right)

Below:
Friedrich Loeffler Federal Research Institute for Animal Health,
Riems
Center for Molecular Plant Biology (CMPB) on the university
campus Tübingen
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